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Existing Facilities in WNDBRA Location/Flow Direction 

60-inch/63-inch RCP JO “B” Unit 1D 
Trunk Sewer 

Runs south within the WNDBRA on the eastern side of Rosemead 
Boulevard from San Gabriel Boulevard crossing flood control basin at the 
Whittier Narrows Dam; then runs west along Gallatin Road 

MWD: Metropolitan Water District of Southern California; RCP: reinforced concrete pipe; I-605: Interstate 605; SJCWRP: San 
Jose Creek Water Reclamation Plant; JO: joint outfall; VCP: vitrified clay pipe; CL: centerline; SR-60: State Route 60; 
RCP: reinforced concrete pipe; WNDBRA: Whittier Narrows Dam Basin Recreation Area 

Source: MPI 2010 

The WNDBRA does not generate a large amount of sewage, estimated at about 0.3 cfs, due to 
low sewage generation of recreational land uses. In comparison, a typical 6-inch sewer lateral 
has a minimum design capacity of 0.25 cfs, and an 8-inch sewer main has a minimum design 
capacity of 0.55 cfs. According to the LACSD Sewer System Management Plan, in 2008, there 
were no capacity and maintenance concerns noted for Joint Outfall “B” Trunk Sewer or other 
trunk sewers within the WNDBRA vicinity. 

Sewage from the WNDBRA is conveyed into the Joint Outfall “B” Trunk Sewer, which eventually 
drains to the Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP) in the City of Carson. All treated effluent 
from the JWPCP is discharged to the Pacific Ocean through the LACSD’s ocean outfall 
approximately 2 miles off the Palos Verdes Peninsula at Whites Point, at a depth of approximately 
200 feet. The JWPCP has a permitted treatment capacity of 385 MGD. In 2009, it treated an 
average of 284 MGD with an excess capacity of 101 MGD (approximately 156 cfs). 

There are existing septic tanks serving the restrooms near Legg Lake at the central section of 
the WNDBRA (USEPA 2010). 

Water Services 

Water services to the WNDBRA are provided by the San Gabriel Valley Water Company 
(SGVWC) through potable water and reclaimed water lines. The SGVWC service area covers 
45 square miles and includes portions of the Cities of Arcadia, Baldwin Park, Hacienda Heights, 
Industry, Irwindale, La Puente, Montebello, Monterey Park, Pico Rivera, Rosemead, 
San Gabriel, Santa Fe Springs, South El Monte, South San Gabriel, West Covina, and Whittier 
and unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. The SGVWC’s water supply consists mainly 
of groundwater from the Main San Gabriel Valley and central groundwater basins, which can be 
supplemented with imported water from the State Water Project and the Colorado River through 
the Southern California Metropolitan Water District (MWD), the Upper San Gabriel Valley 
Municipal Water District (Upper District), and the Central Basin Municipal Water District 
(Central District. Its reclaimed water supply comes from the WNWRP and the SJCWRP 
(through the Upper and Central Districts). 

The SGVWC operates 36 groundwater wells, 36 storage reservoirs, and 2.9 million feet 
(over 550 miles) of water distribution mains. SGVWC water lines and facilities in the WNDBRA 
are provided in Table 5.16-3. 
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TABLE 5.16-3 
SGVWC POTABLE WATER LINES AND FACILITIES 

 
Existing Facilities in WNDBRA Location / Flow Direction 

Chico Avenue: 8-inch ACP Along eastern side of Chico Avenue between northern boundary of 
the WNDBRA and Remer Street

Durfee Avenue: 30-inch Steel Pipe 
(Transmission Main) 

Along northern side of Durfee Avenue between Santa Anita Avenue 
and Peck Road

Durfee Avenue: 8-inch ACP Along southern side of Durfee Avenue between Santa Anita Avenue 
and (Vacated) Durfee Avenue

Farmer Avenue: 6-inch ACP Along western side of Farmer Avenue between Andrews Street and 
Fawcett Avenue

Fawcett Avenue: 8-inch Steel Pipe Along western side of Fawcett Avenue between Lerma Road and 
Santa Anita Avenue

Klingerman Street: 8-inch Steel Pipe Along northern side of Klingerman Street between western boundary 
of Whittier Narrows Golf Course and Paljay Avenue 

Lerma Road: 8-inch Steel Pipe Along southern side of Lerma Road extending from Merced Avenue 
to approximately 230 feet west 

Lerma Road: 6-inch ACP Along northern side of Lerma Road extending from Merced Avenue 
to approximately 230 feet west

Lexington-Gallatin Road: 6-inch Steel Pipe Along southern side of Lexington-Gallatin Road between Andrews 
Street and SR-60

Loma Avenue: 10-inch Steel Pipe Along eastern side of Loma Avenue between Rush Street and 
Klingerman Street

River Avenue: 10-inch ACP Along eastern side of River Avenue between northern boundary of 
Whittier Narrows Golf Course and Garvey Avenue 

Rush Street: 10-inch ACP Along southern side of Rush Street between Walnut Grove Avenue 
and western boundary of Whittier Narrows Golf Course 

Rush Street: 10-inch Steel Pipe Along northern side of Rust Street between Loma Avenue and 
Rosemead Boulevard

Potrero Avenue: 6-inch ACP Along eastern side of Potrero Avenue between Lerma Road and 
Remer Street

San Gabriel Boulevard: 20-inch Steel Pipe Along southern side of San Gabriel Boulevard between SR-60 and 
Lincoln Avenue 

San Gabriel Boulevard: 6-inch ACP Along northern side of San Gabriel Boulevard between SR-60 and 
Plaza Drive 

Stingle Avenue: 8-inch ACP Along western side of Stingle Avenue between northern boundary of 
Whittier Narrows Golf Course and Garvey Avenue 

Walnut Grove Avenue: 20-inch Steel Pipe Along western side of Walnut Grove Avenue from Rush Street to 
Dreyer Lane 

Walnut Grove Avenue: 10-inch ACP Along eastern side of Walnut Grove Avenue extending from Rush 
Street to approximately 1,330 feet south 

Whittier Narrows Golf Course: 10-inch ACP Along western boundary of Whittier Narrows Golf Course between 
Rush Street and Fern Avenue 

Whittier Narrows Golf Course: 10-inch ACP Along northern boundary of Whittier Narrows Golf Course between 
eastern end of Fern Avenue and River Avenue 

ACP: asbestos cement pipe; WNDBRA: Whittier Narrows Dam Recreation Area; SR-60: State Route 60 
Source: MPI 2010 
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Aside from these water lines, the SGVWC also has reclaimed water lines that serve the 
recreational fields in the WNDBRA, as well as adjacent land uses. Table 5.16-4 lists 
these facilities.  

TABLE 5.16-4 
SGVWC RECLAIMED WATER LINES AND FACILITIES 

 
Existing Facilities in WNDBRA Location / Flow Direction 

River Avenue: 12-inch Steel Pipe Along eastern side of River Avenue between northern boundary of 
Whittier Narrows Golf Course and Garvey Avenue 

Area C: 8-inch Steel Pipe Approximately 50 feet south of Lexington-Gallatin Road between Santa 
Anita Avenue and Andrews Street

Whittier Narrows Golf Course: 12-inch 
Steel Pipe 

Along northern boundary of Whittier Narrows Golf Course extending from 
River Avenue to approximately 150 feet west 

Source: MPI 2010 

 
The City of Whittier obtains groundwater from production wells and treated water from the 
extraction wells and treatment facilities at the WNDBRA to provide domestic water to 
developments in the City of Whittier. Suburban Water Systems (Southwest Water Company) 
owns a parcel in the WNDBRA that has groundwater wells that provide water to its service 
areas in the San Jose Hills and the Whittier/La Mirada area. The MWD has a 72-inch Middle 
Feeder pipeline that runs along Rush Street, across the Rio Hondo and Whittier Narrows Golf 
Course. The City of Monterey Park has groundwater wells and a treatment plant at the Whittier 
Narrows Golf Course that supply water to the City (west of the WNDBRA). The Central Basin 
Municipal Water District has a 12-inch recycled water line on Fairway Drive that serves the 
Pico Rivera Golf Course. The LACDPW owns and operates approximately 69 groundwater 
extraction and monitoring wells scattered throughout the WNDBRA. 

In 2007/2008, the WNWRP operated at approximately 55 percent of treatment capacity, 
providing 8,051 acre-feet (af) of reclaimed water with excess treatment capacity of 6,519 af. 
In the same year, the SJCWRP operated at approximately 74 percent of treatment capacity, 
providing 82,593 af of reclaimed water with excess treatment capacity of 29,462 af. 
Thus, 35,981 af of reclaimed water is available. 

Waste Disposal Services 

Solid waste collection services at the WNDBRA are provided by Universal Waste 
Systems (UWS). UWS brings the wastes to the Puente Hills Landfill for disposal, except for 
times when the landfill is closed, in which case the wastes are brought to their transfer station in 
Pomona, which processes over 65,000 tons of solid waste and green waste per year. 

The Puente Hills Landfill and Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) is located east of the WNDBRA 
near the I-605 and SR-60 interchange. This Class III facility is owned and operated by the 
LACSD, and encompasses 1,365 acres, with 433 acres of disposal area. The Puente Hills 
Landfill is permitted to accept 13,200 tons per day (tpd) and currently accepts approximately 
9,330 tpd. In 2006, it had a permitted capacity of 106 million cubic yards and a remaining 
capacity of 49 million cubic yards (CalRecycle 2010c). The MRF is a buy-back center that 
accepts aluminum cans, glass, plastic containers, steel cans, newspapers, cardboard, and 
electronic wastes of approximately 600 tpd (LACSD --). 

Hazardous materials must be disposed of or transported to a licensed disposal or treatment 
facility. Class III landfills cannot accept hazardous materials; these must be disposed in a 
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Class I and Class II facility. There are no Class I or Class II landfills in the County of 
Los Angeles. However, there are two Class I and/or Class II landfills that exist in Central and 
Southern California that can accept hazardous waste generated within Los Angeles County: 

• Kettleman Hills Landfill, Kettleman City, Kings County, California. This is a Class I 
and Class II permitted landfill that accepts both hazardous and non-hazardous waste 
with a daily permitted capacity of 8,000 tpd and a remaining capacity of 6 million cubic 
yards as of 2000 (CalRecycle 2010d). 

• McKittrick Waste Treatment Site, McKittrick, Kern County, California. This facility is 
a Class II permitted landfill that accepts both hazardous and non-hazardous waste with a 
daily permitted capacity of 1,180 tpd and a remaining capacity of approximately 
840,000 cubic yards as of 2001 (CalRecycle 2010e). 

Electricity 

Southern California Edison (SCE) provides electrical service to the region, including the 
WNDBRA. There are overhead and underground lines serving the various areas of the WNDBRA. 
In addition, there are high-voltage transmission lines on steel towers that run across the 
WNDBRA along three different alignments. Table 5.16-5 lists electrical power lines and facilities in 
and near the WNDBRA. 

TABLE 5.16-5 
ELECTRICAL POWER FACILITIES 

 
Facility Location 

Chico Avenue: 16-kV Overhead Along eastern side of Chico Avenue between northern 
boundary of WNDBRA and Rush Street 

Durfee Avenue: 16-kV Overhead Along northern side of Durfee Avenue between Peck 
Road and Rosemead Boulevard 

Lerma Road: 16-kV Overhead Along southern side of Lerma Road between Potrero 
Avenue and Fawcett Avenue 

Lexington-Gallatin Road: 16-kV Overhead Along southern side of Lexington-Gallatin Road between 
SR-60 and Santa Anita Avenue 

Loma Avenue: 16-kV Overhead Along western side of Loma Avenue between middle of 
Area A and Fern Street 

Potrero Avenue: 16-kV Overhead Along eastern side of Potrero Avenue between Lerma 
Road and Rush Street 

Rosemead Boulevard: 16-kV Overhead Along western side of Rosemead Boulevard between SR-
60 and San Gabriel Boulevard 

Rush Street: 16-kV Overhead 
Along both northern and southern sides of Rush Street 
between Rosemead Boulevard and Whittier Narrows 
Golf Course 

Rush Street: 16-kV Underground Along northern side of Rush Street between Walnut 
Grove Avenue and Whittier Narrows Golf Course 

Rush Street: 66-kV Underground 
Along southern side of Rush Street between Substation 
at Walnut Grove Avenue and Whittier Narrows Golf 
Course 

San Gabriel Boulevard: 16-kV Overhead Along southern side of San Gabriel Boulevard between 
SR-60 and Lincoln Avenue 
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Facility Location 

Santa Anita Avenue: 16-kV Overhead Along eastern side of Santa Anita Avenue between SR-
60 and Durfee Avenue 

Walnut Grove Avenue: 16-kV Overhead Along eastern side of Walnut Grove Avenue between 
Dreyer Lane and 0.25 mile north of Dreyer Lane 

Walnut Grove Avenue: 16-kV Underground Along western side of Walnut Grove Avenue between 
Rush Street and Dreyer Lane 

Walnut Grove Avenue: 66-kV Underground Along eastern side of Walnut Grove Avenue between 
Dreyer Lane and Substation at Rush Street 

Whittier Narrows Golf Course: 16-kV Overhead Along western boundary of Whittier Narrows Golf 
Course between Klingerman Street and Fern Avenue 

Whittier Narrows Golf Course: 16-kV Underground Along western boundary of Whittier Narrows Golf 
Course between Rush Street and Alhambra Wash 

Bicentennial Park/Sports Arena: 12-kV Underground Serves Sports Arena and Bicentennial Park near Rooks 
Road 

South of Dam: 12-kV Overhead 
Runs along south of Dam between San Gabriel River 
and Rio Hondo Channels across Pico River Golf Course 
and Streamland Park 

150-foot Easement: Overhead Transmission 

Runs between San Gabriel Boulevard near Plaza Drive 
and Peck Road near San Gabriel River across the Rio 
Hondo, north of the WNWRP, Rosemead Boulevard, 
middle of Legg Lake, Santa Anita Avenue, Durfee 
Avenue, and south of Whittier Narrows Nature Center  

250-foot Easement: Overhead Transmission 

Runs between San Gabriel Boulevard near Plaza Drive 
and I-605 near Peck Road across Rio Hondo, north of 
WNWRP, Rosemead Boulevard, south of Legg Lake, 
Durfee Avenue, Lario Creek, San Gabriel River, and 
Bicentennial Park 

kV: kilovolt; WNDBRA: Whittier Narrows Dam Recreation Area; SR-60: State Route 60; WNWRP: Whittier Narrows Water 
Reclamation Plant; I-605: Interstate 605 

Source: MPI 2010 

 
Existing uses in the WNDBRA generally do not consume a significant amount of electricity. 
Outdoor lighting consumes the majority of the power for recreational areas in the WNDBRA. 
With most areas not in use during the nighttime hours, electrical demands are less than typical 
residential, commercial, or industrial land uses. 

According to the California Energy Commission, SCE was expected to deliver 102.1 million 
megawatt-hours (MWh) to its customers in 2007. By 2016, annual deliveries to SCE customers 
are expected to increase to 113.4 million MWh, an increase of 11 percent. 

Natural Gas 

Sempra Utilities, formerly called the Southern California Gas Company, provides natural gas 
service to the region, including the WNDBRA. Sempra gas lines and facilities within and near 
the WNDBRA are provided in Table 5.16-6.  



SCH 2009111101 
Whittier Narrows Dam Basin Recreation Area  

Master Development Plan Input 
Draft Program EIR 

 

 
R:\PAS\Projects\Wenk\J001\DraftEIR\5.16 Utilities.doc 5.16-16 Utilities and Service Systems 

TABLE 5.16-6 
NATURAL GAS FACILITIES 

 
Facility Location

30-inch Steel Pipe High Pressure 
Transmission Main 

Along Agajanian Way and west of the Whittier Narrows Dam between 
Rancho Drive and Lincoln Avenue; along Lincoln Avenue between the 
Whittier Narrows Dam and approximately 750 feet east of the Dam; 
through Chevron oil fields between Lincoln Avenue and San Gabriel 
Boulevard just south of SR-60; along San Gabriel Boulevard between 
SR-60 and Walnut Grove Avenue; along Walnut Grove Avenue between 
San Gabriel Boulevard and Fern Avenue; along Fern Avenue between 
Walnut Grove Avenue and Rosemead Boulevard with 16.5-foot 
easement within the WNDBRA 

Chico Avenue: 2-inch PE Along western side of Chico Avenue between northern boundary of the 
WNDBRA and Remer Street 

Darlington Avenue: 2-inch PE Along northern side and entire length of Darlington Avenue 

Durfee Avenue: 3-inch PE Along northern side of Durfee Avenue between Santa Anita Avenue and 
(vacated) Durfee Avenue 

Durfee Avenue: 4-inch PE Along northern side of Durfee Avenue between Rosemead Boulevard 
and Santa Anita Avenue 

Farmer Avenue: 2-inch PE Along northern side of Farmer Avenue between Andrews Street and 
Fawcett Avenue 

Gallatin Road: 2-inch PE Along southern side of Gallatin Road between Paramount Boulevard and 
Durfee Avenue 

Hazel Avenue: 2-inch PE Along northern side of Hazel Avenue between San Gabriel Boulevard and 
Muscatel Avenue 

Kruse Road: 2-inch PE Along northern side of Kruse Road between Durfee Avenue and 
Greenglade Avenue 

Lerma Road: 2-inch PE Along northern side of Lerma Road between Merced Avenue to 
Strozier Avenue 

Lexington-Gallatin Road: 4-inch PE Along northern side of Lexington-Gallatin Road between SR-60 and 
Santa Anita Avenue 

Loma Avenue: 2-inch PE Along western side of Loma Avenue between Rush Street and 
Fern Street 

Muscatel Avenue: 2-inch PE Along southern side and entire length of Muscatel Avenue 

Oaklawn Lane: 2-inch PE Along eastern side of Oaklawn Lane from Streamland Park to 
Stargate Street 

Potrero Avenue: 2-inch PE Along western side of Potrero Avenue between northern boundary of the 
WNDBRA and Alesia Street 

River Avenue: 2-inch PE Along western side of River Avenue between northern boundary of 
Whittier Narrows Golf Course and Garvey Avenue 

Rooks Road: 2-inch PE Along southern side of Rooks Road between Peck Road and Pacific 
Park Drive 

Rush Street: 8-inch Main Along northern side of Rush Street near Whittier Narrows Golf Course 

San Gabriel Boulevard: 3-inch PE Along western side of San Gabriel Boulevard between SR-60 and 
Plaza Drive 

PE: polyethylene pipe; SR-60: State Route 60; WNDBRA: Whittier Narrows Dam Recreation Area  
Source: MPI 2010 
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In addition to these natural gas facilities, Chevron owns large tracts of land west of the 
WNDBRA, which are used for oil and natural gas production and where a 6-inch gas main runs 
along Lincoln Avenue between the Whittier Narrows Dam and Avenida de la Merced. There 
is an abandoned 8-inch gas main along San Gabriel Boulevard between Rosemead Boulevard 
and Plaza Drive, and an abandoned 6-inch gas main within the Rio Hondo flood control basin 
between Lincoln Avenue and the Whittier Narrows Dam. 

Communication Systems  

Communication services in the WNDBRA and surrounding area are provided by AT&T and 
Time Warner Cable Company, as governed by the California Public Utilities Commission. 
Existing communications-related facilities within the WNDBRA and project vicinity include 
facilities owned by AT&T, Time Warner Cable Company, SCE (telecommunications), and 
Sunesys (fiber optics). 

Based on available record drawings, Time Warner Cable Company has overhead and 
underground communications facilities within and near the WNDBRA. These include overhead 
lines along the western and southern edges of the Pico Rivera Municipal Golf Course, and 
underground lines along the eastern side of Fawcett Avenue between Lerma Road and SR-60, 
the southern side of Lexington-Gallatin Road between SR-60 and Santa Anita Avenue, the 
eastern side of Santa Anita Avenue between Lexington-Gallatin Road and Durfee Avenue, and 
the northern side of Durfee Avenue between Siphon Road and Peck Road.  

SCE has overhead and underground telecommunication lines along Rush Street; overhead 
lines within Area A; underground lines across the Rio Hondo and the Whittier Narrows Golf 
Course; and overhead lines along San Gabriel River Parkway and along the southern side of 
the Whittier Narrows Dam near Rio Hondo Outlet Works between Lincoln Avenue and 
Rosemead Boulevard. 

Sunesys has overhead fiber-optic lines along the western side of Loma Avenue north of Rush 
Street; the northern side of Rush Street between Loma Avenue and Chico Avenue; the northern 
side of Lincoln Avenue between Avenida de la Merced and San Gabriel Boulevard; the 
western side of the Whittier Narrows Dam between Lincoln Avenue and Rio Hondo Outlet 
Works; and the western side of San Gabriel Boulevard between Lincoln Avenue and SR-60. 

5.16.3 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The following significance criteria are derived from Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines. 
A project would result in a significant adverse impact related to utilities and service systems if 
it would: 

Threshold 5.16.1: Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional 
Water Quality Control Board; 

Threshold 5.16.2: Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater 
treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental effects; 

Threshold 5.16.3: Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities 
or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects; 
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Threshold 5.16.4: Require new or expanded entitlements and resources to have sufficient 
water supplies available to serve the project; 

Threshold 5.16.5: Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which 
serves or may serve the project that it has inadequate capacity to serve 
the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s 
existing commitments; 

Threshold 5.16.6: Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate 
the project’s solid waste disposal needs; or 

Threshold 5.16.7: Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to 
solid waste. 

The County of Los Angeles does not have an established threshold for effects to dry utilities 
(electricity, natural gas, and communication systems). Thus, for purposes of this analysis, the 
project would result in a significant impact related to dry utilities if it would: 

Threshold 5.16.8: Require or result in the construction of new electric, natural gas or 
communication facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental effects or  

Threshold 5.16.9: Encourage the wasteful or inefficient use of energy. 

The following threshold is addressed in Section 5.9, Hydrology and Water Quality, of this EIR: 

The project would result in a significant adverse impact related to hydrology and water quality if 
it would: 

Threshold 5.16.3: Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities 
or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects. 

5.16.4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

Project Design Features 

The MDPI acknowledges ongoing water conservation programs at the WNDBRA and additional 
opportunities to preserve groundwater and surface water resources. Programs that support 
water conservation include: 

PDF 5.16.1 Removal of Invasives. Eradication of giant reed (Arundo donax) and 
introduction of native species along riparian corridors and banks would provide 
maintenance and water conservation benefits. By planting native perennials and 
grasses, maintenance activities, such as mowing and weed control, would be 
reduced and the natural plantings would add beauty, reduce storm water runoff 
rates, help stabilize stream banks and reduce sediment transport, and increase 
wildlife habitat. In addition, the replacement of Arundo with native species would 
offer significant water conservation benefits, since the Arundo uses more water 
than most native riparian species. 

PDF 5.16.2 Volunteer Clean-up. The MDPI proposes a number of programs at the 
WNDBRA, which include options for engaging volunteers around specific 
activities, including a Docent program (focus on interpretation), an Ambassador 
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program (focus on awareness of the WNDBRA in communities and schools), 
Cleanup activities, and a Volunteer ranger program. Public information 
campaigns would also be undertaken to address trash in rivers/lakes, equestrian 
activities, and information for dog owners and to promote inter-city collaboration 
on trash reduction upstream of rivers. 

Standard Conditions 

There are existing federal, State, and regional regulations that relate to utilities and 
infrastructure systems. Compliance with these regulations would be required for proposed 
facilities and improvements in the WNDBRA. These include: 

SC 5.16.1 Proposed facilities in the WNDBRA that are subject to SB 610 and/or SB 221 
shall comply with all applicable requirements for preparation of a Water Supply 
Assessment (WSA) in order to demonstrate the availability of an adequate and 
reliable water supply. 

SC 5.16.2 Proposed facilities and improvements in the WNDBRA shall comply with Part 4 of 
Title 11 of the Los Angeles County Code and the Countywide Water Supply and 
Conservation Alert that outlines water conservation prohibitions and restrictions 
and guidelines for water-efficient landscape irrigation systems. 

SC 5.16.3 Proposed facilities and improvements in the WNDBRA shall comply with the 
County’s Green Building Program, which requires the use of design and 
construction techniques that promote water conservation. These techniques 
include installation of smart irrigation controllers and high-efficiency toilets, 
drought-tolerant landscaping, and LID Standards. 

SC 5.16.4 Proposed facilities and improvements in the WNDBRA shall comply with the 
Drought-Tolerant Landscaping Requirements in the County Code. This ordinance 
requires the use of drought-tolerant landscaping on a minimum of 75 percent of 
the total landscaped area grouped in hydrozones, with a maximum of 25 percent 
of the total landscaped area to consist of water-efficient turf but not in strips that 
are less than 5 feet wide and no more than 5,000 square feet of turf. 

SC 5.16.5 In compliance with the LACSD’s Wastewater Ordinance, all wastewater discharges 
into LACSD facilities shall be required to comply with the discharge standards set 
forth to protect the public sewerage system. The LACSD Surcharge program 
requires all industrial companies discharging to the LACSD sewerage system to 
pay their fair share of the wastewater treatment and disposal costs, and the 
Connection Fee program requires all new users of the LACSD sewerage system, 
as well as existing users that significantly increase the quantity or strength of their 
wastewater discharge, to pay their fair share of the costs for providing additional 
conveyance, treatment, and disposal facilities. 

SC 5.16.6 Proposed facilities in the WNDBRA shall implement waste reduction, disposal, 
and recycling measures during construction and operation in accordance with 
the County’s Integrated Waste Management Plan. As part of this plan, 
the Construction and Demolition Debris Recycling and Reuse ordinance of the 
County requires all development projects to recycle 50 percent of all construction 
waste materials. An RRP must be submitted to the LACDPW, Environmental 
Programs Division, after an application for a permit is filed for a project. 
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SC 5.16.7 Proposed facilities in the WNDBRA shall comply with all Title 24 Energy Efficiency 
Standards in effect at the time of application for building permits (Title 24). Title 24 
covers the use of energy-efficient building standards, including ventilation, 
insulation, and construction and the use of energy-saving appliances, conditioning 
systems, water heating, and lighting. Title 24 also includes the Title 24 Green 
Buildings Standards on planning and design, energy efficiency, water efficiency 
and conservation, material conservation and resource efficiency, and 
environmental quality. Plans submitted for building permits shall include written 
notes demonstrating compliance with energy and green building standards and 
shall be reviewed and approved by the Building and Safety Division of the 
LACDPW prior to building permit issuance. 

SC 5.16.8 Sewer plans shall be prepared in accordance with the LACDPW Private Contract 
Sanitary Sewer Procedural Manual, subject to review and approval by the 
CSMD. This shall include the preparation of geologic studies, borings, special 
studies, and other documents that may be deemed necessary to support the 
design of new or upgraded sewer infrastructure. 

The following Standard Condition (SC) is included in Section 5.6, Geology and Soils, but would 
also reduce impacts on sewer service systems: 

SC 5.6.3 Each individual project proposed in the WNDBRA shall comply with the California 
Plumbing Code (Part 5 of the California Building Code), which provides 
standards for the design and construction of water and sewer systems, 
storm drains and recycled water system in buildings and prohibits connection to a 
septic tank in areas served by a public sewer system. It also requires the proper 
abandonment of septic tanks, cesspools, and seepage pits. 

The following SC is included in Section 5.7, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, but would also 
reduce impacts on utility infrastructure and service systems: 

SC 5.7.9 In accordance with Section 1541 of Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations, 
persons planning new construction, excavations, new utility lines near or crossing 
existing subsurface installations and lines, high pressure pipelines, natural 
gas/petroleum pipelines, electrical lines greater than 60,000 volts and other high 
priority lines are required to notify the owner/operator of the line and must identify 
the locations of subsurface lines prior to any ground disturbance for excavation. 
Coordination, approval and monitoring by the owner/operator of the line would 
avoid damage to high priority lines and the creation of hazards to the 
surrounding area. 

Impact Analysis 

The analysis in this section focuses on the projected demand for utility services and the facilities 
necessary to meet this demand. The physical environmental impacts related to the 
implementation of necessary on-site and off-site utility infrastructure are addressed as part of 
the proposed facilities and improvements under the MDPI, as analyzed throughout this EIR. 

Wastewater Treatment Requirements  

Threshold 5.16.1: Would the project exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? 
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All sewage treatment plants are subject to the water quality discharge requirements of their 
applicable NPDES permit. The WNWRP and SJCWRP are within the jurisdiction of the 
Los Angeles RWQCB and are subject to the waste discharge requirements of the Los Angeles 
County MS4 Permit, most recently December 10, 2010, by Order No. R4-2009-0130. 

The majority of the proposed facilities and improvements in the WNDBRA, as set forth in the 
MDPI, do not involve the construction of restroom facilities, bathrooms, or kitchens. Thus, they 
would not generate sewage. Restrooms would be located in Area C to serve the archery range, 
disc golf areas, and mountain bike facility. The restored campground in Area F would also 
include new restrooms. These restrooms would increase sewage flows on CSMD sewer lines, 
on LACSD trunk sewer lines, and at the WNWRP and SJCWRP. Restroom wastewater does 
not require levels of treatment that would exceed Los Angeles RWQCB NPDES treatment 
requirements.  

SC 5.16.5 requires all wastewater discharges into LACSD facilities to comply with the discharge 
standards set forth in their Wastewater Ordinance, which protects the public sewerage system. 
The LACSD Surcharge Program requires industrial uses discharging to the LACSD’s sewerage 
system to pay their fair share of the wastewater treatment and disposal costs, and the 
Connection Fee program requires all new users of the LACSD’s sewerage system, as well as 
existing users that significantly increase the quantity or strength of their wastewater discharge, 
to pay their fair share of the costs for providing additional conveyance, treatment, and disposal 
facilities. The LACSD also requires Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permits from 
developments that may exceed the treatment requirements of the Los Angeles RWQCB, which 
may include conditions for on-site treatment of wastewater prior to release into the sewer 
system to prevent exceedance of Los Angeles RWQCB treatment requirements. Compliance 
with SC 5.16.5 would ensure that potential impacts related to wastewater treatment 
requirements would be less than significant. No mitigation is required. 

Water and Wastewater Facilities 

Threshold 5.16.2: Would the project require or result in the construction of new water 
or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

Water Facilities 

An increase in water demand would occur with the proposed facilities and improvements under 
the MDPI for the irrigation of new landscaped areas, restroom and drinking fountain water 
supply, and maintenance activities. For the proposed improvements that would not increase the 
visitors or users of the WNDBRA (i.e., Arundo Removal and Riparian Enhancement, 
Reintroduction of Native Species, Water Quality Improvement Programs, Storm water BMPs, 
Entry Signage, Traffic Calming Measures, and Green Streets), no impacts on water treatment 
facilities would occur. Water use during the construction of these improvements would be limited 
and short-term, and would not be considered significant, 

Some proposed facilities, including the river crossings, natural area river parks, loop trails, 
fishing areas, and fitness stations, that would lead to a relatively minor increase in the user 
population of the WNDBRA would not involve the construction of new restroom facilities. 
Additional fire flows are not expected to be required and the projected increase in water demand 
would be negligible. Additionally, these facilities would not strain existing supplies 
and infrastructure. 
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Proposed facilities with new restrooms and landscaped areas would require an extension of 
existing water lines or new connections to SGVWC lines. New restrooms are proposed only in 
Areas C and F. New landscaped areas would be provided as part of the additional soccer fields 
and skate park/court sports in Area A, the amphitheater, and playground in Area B, disc golf 
areas, mountain bike facility, archery range in Area C, splash park in Area D, and the 
performance pavilions, group picnic area, and campground in Area F. Since there are existing 
water lines throughout the WNDBRA, extensions of water lines or new connections are not 
expected to create significant adverse impacts on existing facilities. Coordination with the 
SGVWC would allow for timely service connections and impacts would be less than significant. 
No mitigation is required. 

Construction-related impacts from infrastructure upgrades needed to serve the proposed 
facilities and improvements is addressed in Sections 5.1 through 5.17 of this EIR, and 
specifically Section 5.3, Air Quality; Section 5.11, Noise; and Section 5.15, Transportation 
and Traffic. 

Wastewater Treatment Facilities 

Proposed facilities and improvements under the MDPI would bring in more people to the 
WNDBRA, resulting in increased sewage generation requiring conveyance and treatment. 
Estimates of sewage generation are based on land use coefficients to compare estimated 
sewage under existing and proposed conditions. These sewage coefficients (listed below) were 
based on recommendations from the LACDPW Land Development Division and include 
recreational land use and the amphitheatre (listed below). 

• Recreational Land Use 

o 0.0002 cfs per acre (cfs/ac) for Areas A through E 

o 0.0001 cfs/ac for Natural Area 

o 0.0003 cfs/ac for Areas F and G and south of the dam 

• Amphitheatre  

o 4 gallons per day/seat (approximately 0.000006 cfs per seat) 

Design capacity for a typical private sewer lateral was assumed as follows: 

• 6-inch sewer pipe is typical for a private sewer lateral connection from non-residential 
facilities. The LACDPW Private Contract Sanitary Sewer Procedural Manual permits 
only 4-inch or 6-inch sewer lateral connections. 

• One percent slope is the absolute minimum slope allowed (with a special permission) 
for sewer laterals per both the LACDPW Private Contract Sanitary Sewer Procedural 
Manual and the California Plumbing Code. A two percent slope is the minimum slope 
allowed without a special permission. 

• A roughness coefficient (n) of 0.013 is a typical value for VCPs, which is a commonly 
used sewer pipe in Los Angeles County. This is the recommended value according to 
Los Angeles County Sewer Area Study guidelines. 
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• Based on Kutter’s Formula and according to Los Angeles County Sewer Area Study 
guidelines, a typical sewer lateral will have a minimum full capacity of 0.49 cfs and 
half-full (design) capacity of 0.08 cfs. Thus for this analysis, each existing restroom 
facility is assumed to have a minimum design capacity of 0.25 cfs. 

For improvements that would not increase the visitors or users of the WNDBRA 
(Arundo Removal and Riparian Enhancement, Reintroduction of Native Species, Water Quality 
Improvement Programs, Storm water BMPs, Entry Signage, Traffic Calming Measures, and 
Green Streets), no impact on wastewater treatment facilities would occur. For many of the 
proposed facilities and improvements that would lead to a relatively minor increase in the user 
population of the WNDBRA or that would not involve the construction of new restroom facilities, 
the projected increase in sewage generation is expected to have less than significant impacts 
on the existing sewer infrastructure. This is because the CSMD has been using the Los Angeles 
County Sewer Area Study, in accordance with the LACDPW Private Contract Sanitary Sewer 
Procedural Manual, for the design of sewer lines to serve the WNDBRA facilities. This study 
also uses the land use-based sewage coefficients in determining the size of sanitary sewer 
infrastructure. Since the land use would not significantly change with the addition of proposed 
loop trails, natural area river parks, river crossings, fitness stations, fishing areas, skate 
park/court sports, soccer fields, a welcome center,, disc golf areas, a mountain bike facility, 
archery range, performance pavilions, picnic areas and campground, the CSMD sanitary sewer 
infrastructure is likely to remain unaffected in terms of design and excess capacities. 

The splash park would have a recirculating water system, where runoff will be treated and 
re-circulated. This will require a sewer connection to drain out occasional filter backwash water 
during maintenance at off-peak hours. Thus, less than significant impacts on the existing sewer 
infrastructure would occur. 

For the proposed amphitheater, no new restrooms are proposed. Instead, existing restroom 
facilities are expected to be used by amphitheater users. These existing restrooms drain to 
the 33-inch RCP JO “H” Unit 5D Trunk Sewer via a private 6-inch County Parks and Recreation 
sewer lateral, which has a minimum design capacity of 0.25 cfs and an estimated excess 
capacity of 0.2246 cfs. Estimates of sewage flows from the proposed amphitheater are provided 
in Table 5.16-7. 

TABLE 5.16-7 
AMPHITHEATRE SEWAGE GENERATION 

 

Land Use 
Sewage Generation 

Factors Size Sewage Generation 
Existing – Recreation Area 0.0002 cfs/acre 1.5 acres 0.0003 cfs

Proposed – Amphitheatre 4 gpd/seat 550 seats 2,200 gpd (approximately 
0.003 cfs)

Sewage Increase 0.0027 cfs

Land Use Total Sewage ½ Full 6-inch Sewer 
Capacity Excess Capacity 

Area B – Existing (127 acres) 0.0254 cfs 0.25 cfs 0.225 cfs 
Area B – Proposed 
(127 acres + Amphitheatre) 0.0281 cfs 0.25 cfs 0.222 cfs 

cfs: cubic feet per second; gpd: gallons per day 
Source: MPI 2010 
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The restrooms that would be constructed as part of proposed recreational facilities at Areas C 
and F would require connection to the sewer lines within the WNDBRA that are owned by the 
CSMD. No connections to the sewer trunks of the LACSD are allowed due to the size of these 
facilities and the need to maintain sewage flows from large upstream areas.  

In compliance with SC 5.6.3, individual projects proposed in the WNDBRA shall comply with the 
California Plumbing Code (Part 5 of the California Building Code), which provides standards for 
the design and construction of water and sewer systems, storm drains, and recycled water 
systems and prohibits connection to a septic tank in areas served by a public sewer system.  

Sewer laterals would have to be provided from the proposed restrooms to existing sewer lines. 
This will require sewer plans that should be prepared in accordance with the LACDPW Private 
Contract Sanitary Sewer Procedural Manual (SC 5.16.8), and which will be subject to review 
and approval by the CSMD. As part of the sewer plans, it may be necessary to verify the 
structural integrity and actual capacity of existing sewer infrastructure. This may include 
Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) inspection to verify size, type, capacity, and structural 
conditions of existing sewer laterals and the replacement of sewer pipes in poor 
structural conditions (e.g., crushed pipes, leaks, and root intrusions). These studies shall be 
made in compliance with SC 5.16.8 and in coordination with the CSMD.  

The LACSD has also indicated that improvements that are proposed within or near their sewer 
easement would require review and approval by the LACSD. Compliance with SC 5.7.9, which 
requires notification of the owners of underground utilities and infrastructure, would prevent 
damage to LACSD sewer trunks in the WNDBRA. Payment of connection fees (SC 5.16.5) 
would also help fund the expansion of the LACSD’s sewer trunks and facilities. With 
implementation of SCs 5.6.3, 5.7.9, 5.16.5 and 5.16.8, impacts would be less than significant, 
and no mitigation is required. 

The WNWRP is proposed for future expansion to process as much as 52.5 MGD under the 
Joint Outfall System 2010 Master Facilities Plan. Proposed facilities and improvements near the 
WNWRP may include loop trails, natural area river parks, river crossings, Arundo removal, 
reintroduction of native species, and Green Streets along Rosemead Boulevard. These are not 
expected to adversely affect the WNWRP nor create incompatibility issues. Construction-related 
impacts from infrastructure upgrades needed to serve the proposed facilities and improvements is 
addressed in Sections 5.1 through 5.17 of this EIR, and specifically in Section 5.3, Air Quality; 
Section 5.11, Noise; and Section 5.15, Transportation and Traffic. 

Water Supply 

Threshold 5.16.4: Would the project require new or expanded entitlements and 
resources to have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
project? 

Proposed facilities and improvements could require new water service connections to serve new 
uses, as well as generate an increase in water demand due to a larger daytime population at 
the WNDBRA. Water supply would come from the SGVWC through MWD, the Upper District, 
the Central District, and the LACSD. 

MWD has prepared plans to ensure water supply reliability in the region through the year 2030. 
These include: 
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• Integrated Resources Plan. The Integrated Resources Plan was initially developed 
in 1996 and updated in 2003 to meet supply shortage on the SWP and the Colorado 
River. This Plan identifies water supply goals for different resources that include 
conservation, local supplies, decreased reliance on SWP and Colorado River supplies, 
groundwater banking, and water transfers.  

• Water Surface and Drought Management Plan.MWD developed this Plan in 1999 to 
ensure firm water demands will be met with complete reliability by setting policy 
guidelines to manage operational activities of surplus and shortage supplies through a 
series of stages and thresholds. 

• Local Resource Investments. MWD has invested in the development of reclaimed 
water, conservation, groundwater, surface water storage, and desalination plants to 
meet future water demands by providing financial assistance to more than 75 projects. 
One of MWD’s most significant investments is Diamond Valley Lake, a reservoir that has 
nearly doubled the region’s surface water storage capacity and holds enough water to 
meet the region’s emergency and drought needs for six months. 

The MWD’s Regional Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) projects future water supply and 
demands for average, single dry, and multiple (three consecutive) dry years through the 
year 2030. The estimates shows that MWD would have available reserve and replenishment 
supplies after meeting its firm demands during normal, single, and multiple dry years. 

The Upper District’s and Central District’s UWMPs also conclude that the projected water 
demands in their service areas can be met through increased reclaimed water use, 
water conservation, and imported water from MWD, which will be primarily used to replenish the 
Main San Gabriel Basin. The SGVWC’s UWMP states that the there will be reliable water 
supply through the year 2025. The SGVWC expects potential for growth to be minimal, but has 
infrastructure in place capable of providing service to additional customers and an available 
excess supply of 37,514 af. The SGVWC UWMP indicates that reclaimed water use was 
only 174 af in 2004, but expects that over 74,000 af of reclaimed water will be available for use 
by the year 2030. 

According to the California Department of Water Resources (DWR), the 2009 Water Year 
(October 1, 2008 through September 30, 2009) was the third consecutive year of below average 
precipitation for the State. However, in March 2010, the Statewide precipitation was 105 percent 
of average and snowpack was 104 percent of average to date. Statewide storage in key 
reservoirs continues to be below average in the current Water Year, although conditions have 
improved to 86 percent of average from 69 percent of average in 2009. Statewide runoff to the 
Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers also continues to be below average, but conditions have 
slightly improved. While it is still uncertain whether conditions have improved sufficiently to 
remove drought conditions, the Central Valley Project has increased its water delivery allocation 
as of March 16, 2010. 

As discussed above, proposed improvements would not require water outside of construction, 
and the construction water demand would be incremental, short-term, and less than significant. 
Some facilities would require limited water since no new restrooms or landscaped areas would 
be developed with them. Other facilities would increase water demand for the irrigation of new 
landscaped areas, restrooms and drinking fountain supply, and maintenance activities. These 
facilities include the additional soccer fields, skate park/court sports, amphitheater, welcome 
center, splash park, playground, disc golf areas, mountain bike facility, archery range, 
performance pavilions, group picnic area, and campground. 
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Estimates of water demand are based on factors recommended by the LACDPW Land 
Development Division, as follows: 

• Recreational Land Use 

o 129 gpd/ac (potable water) for Areas A through E 

o 65 gpd/ac (potable water) for Natural Area 

o 194 gpd/ac (potable water) for Areas F and G and south of the dam 

o 5,000 gpd/ac (irrigation) 

• Amphitheatre  

o 4 gpd/seat (potable water) 

The skate park/court sports, if constructed, would replace an existing BMX facility. The 
mountain bike facility would not require any landscaping. The archery range is a reconstruction. 
The playground would be located on existing open fields. The campground is a restoration 
project. The welcome center would be a small facility with no restrooms. The splash park would 
feature a recirculating water system. The performance pavilions would not have restrooms. The 
picnic area would replace a portion of the campground. Thus, quantifiable water demand that is 
generated by the additional soccer fields, amphitheater, and disc golf areas would be limited. 
Table 5.16-8 estimates potable water demand from proposed facilities. 

TABLE 5.16-8 
POTABLE WATER DEMAND  

 

Planning Area 
Area 

(acres 

Water Demand 
Factor 

(gpd/acre) 

Existing 
Demand 

(gpd) 
Proposed 

Facility Size 

Water 
Demand 

(gpd) 
A 144.0 129 18,576    
B 127.0 129 16,383 Amphitheater 250 seats 1,000 
C 152.0 129 19,608    

D and E 214.0 129 27,606    
F 161.0 194 19,982 a   
G 216.0 194 41,904    

Natural Area 320.0 65 20,800    
South of Dam 35.5 194 6,887    

Total 1369.5  171,746  1,000
gpd: gallons per day 
 a acreage of Area F not occupied by Bicentennial Park and Equestrian Center no longer planned for sports fields 
Source: MPI 2010 

 
An increase in potable water demand would occur in the WNDBRA due to the proposed 
facilities. As shown, an additional 1,000 gpd of potable water (or 1.12 afy) would be required 
from the SGVWC, which has indicated they have an excess supply of 37,514 afy. Thus, there is 
available supply to meet the demand for potable water from proposed facilities. The proposed 
facilities shall also implement water conservation programs, as offered by the SGVWC in 
accordance with their updated UWMP and SBX7_7. 

Table 5.16-9 estimates reclaimed water demand for landscape irrigation at the 
proposed facilities. 
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TABLE 5.16-9 
RECLAIMED WATER DEMAND 

 

Planning Area 
Area 

(acres) 

Water Demand 
Factor 

(gpd/acre) 

Existing 
Demand 

(gpd) 
Proposed 

Facility Size 

Water 
Demand 

(gpd) 
A 144.0 5,000 468,000 Soccer Field 15.2 acres 76,000 gpd 
B 127.0 5,000 444,500    

C 152.0 5,000 304,000 Disc Golf Areas 5–40 acres 25,000–
200,000 

D and E 214.0 5,000 424,000    
F 161.0 5,000 0 a   
G 216.0 5,000 1,026,000    

Natural Area 320.0 5,000 240,000    
South of Dam 35.5 5,000 168,325    

Total 1369.5  3,075,125  276,000
gpd: gallons per day 
a acreage of Area F not occupied by Bicentennial Park and Equestrian Center no longer planned for sports fields 
Source: MPI 2010 

 
The majority of the water demand from the proposed facilities (estimated at a total of 
276,000 gpd or 309 afy) would be for landscape irrigation, which would be supplied by 
reclaimed water. As discussed above, there is 35,981 afy of excess supply of reclaimed water 
from the WNWRP and SJCWRP, which could meet irrigation demand from proposed facilities. 
There is available supply to meet the demand for reclaimed water from proposed facilities. 

Under SC 5.16.1, proposed facilities in the WNDBRA that are subject to SB 610 and/or SB 221 
shall comply with all applicable requirements for preparation of a WSA in order to demonstrate 
the availability of an adequate and reliable water supply. SC 5.16.2 requires compliance with the 
Countywide Water Supply and Conservation Alert. SC 5.16.3 calls for the use of water 
conservation measures under the County’s Green Building Program. SC 5.16.4 requires the use 
of drought-tolerant landscaping. In addition, SC 5.16.7 requires compliance with Title 24 Green 
Building Standards. Compliance with these SCs would further reduce water demand from 
proposed facilities and improvements set forth under the MDPI. Impacts would be less than 
significant, and no mitigation is required. 

Wastewater Treatment Capacity 

Threshold 5.16.5: Would the project result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may serve the project that it has 
inadequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

As indicated earlier, the existing facilities in the WNDBRA do not generate a large amount of 
sewage, estimated at a total of about 0.2822 cfs, due to the generally low sewage generation of 
recreational land uses. In comparison, a typical 6-inch sewer lateral has a minimum design 
capacity of 0.25 cfs, and an 8-inch sewer main has a minimum design capacity of 0.55 cfs. 
Thus, there is excess capacity in sewer laterals and sewer lines that serve the WNDBRA.  
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With the proposed facilities in the WNDBRA, increases in sewage generation would occur. 
Table 5.16-10 provides the estimated increase in sewage flows by planning area. 

TABLE 5.16-10 
EXISTING AND PROPOSED SEWAGE FLOWS 

 

Planning Area Area [acres] 
Sewage Coefficient 

[cfs/acre] Existing [cfs] Proposed [cfs] % Difference 
A 144 0.0002 0.0288 0.0288 0% 
B 127 0.0002 0.0254 0.0281 11% 
C 152 0.0002 0.0304 0.0304 0% 
D 214 0.0002 0.0428 0.0428 0% 
F 161 0.0003 0.0483 0.0483 0% 
G 216 0.0003 0.0638 0.0638 0% 

Natural Area 320 0.0001 0.0320 0.0320 0% 
South of Dam 35.5 0.0003 0.0107 0.0107 0% 

Total 1369.5 0.2822 0.2849 1% 
cfs: cubic feet per second 
Source: MPI 2010 

 
The proposed facilities and improvements under the MDPI would result in estimated additional 
sewage of 0.0027 cfs primarily due to the proposed amphitheatre in Area B. This sewage 
increase is less than 1 percent of the total existing sewage flows in the WNDBRA. Thus, 
the MDPI is expected to have less than significant impacts on the existing sewer infrastructure 
within the project vicinity and downstream, including laterals, mains, and trunk sewers. 
The WNWRP has 6.5 MGD (or 10 cfs) of excess capacity and the JWPCP has 101 MGD 
(or 156 cfs) of excess capacity. Thus, increases in sewage generation from the WNDBRA can 
be accommodated by the available treatment capacities of either of these treatment plants. 
Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required. 

Solid Waste Disposal 

Threshold 5.16.6: Would the project be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs? 

Threshold 5.16 .7: Would the project comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

Landfill Capacity 

Proposed facilities and improvements under the MDPI would result in an increase in solid waste 
generation and disposal needs at the WNDBRA. The actual waste volume that would be 
disposed into the landfill would depend on project designs, which are not known at this time. 
UWS provides disposal service on demand and is expected to have the manpower and 
equipment to haul solid wastes from the WNDBRA to the Puente Hills Landfill. This landfill is 
permitted to accept 13,200 tpd and currently accepts approximately 9,330 tpd 
(CIWMB 1995, 2009) of solid wastes from the San Gabriel Valley. Therefore, the Puente Hills 
Landfill has a daily remaining capacity of approximately 3,850 tpd (29 percent of total daily 
capacity). The increase in solid waste disposal volume from the proposed facilities and 
improvements under the MDPI would be accommodated by the Puente Hills Landfill without 
exceeding the landfill’s remaining daily permitted capacity. Also, construction and demolition 
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wastes would present temporary and incremental increases in disposal volume as each project 
is constructed, which can also be accommodated by the remaining capacity of the Puente Hills 
Landfill and MRF. 

To address landfill demand when capacity of the Puente Hills Landfill is reached, the LACSD has 
indicated that it is pursuing additional capacity through the use of a waste-by-rail system. 
The LACSD is currently designing and constructing facilities to begin operation of this 
system by 2011/2012, with the Puente Hills Intermodal Facility in the City of Industry to be used 
for the loading and unloading of rail-ready containers for the transport of the solid wastes to the 
LACSD’s Mesquite Regional Landfill in Imperial County. The Mesquite Regional Landfill is 
estimated to provide approximately 100 years of disposal capacity (LACSD --). 

Regarding hazardous waste disposal, the proposed facilities and improvements under the MDPI 
would result in minimal increases in the amount of hazardous materials use for construction and 
maintenance. Accordingly, there would be no more than a nominal increase in hazardous waste 
generation associated with implementation of the MDPI, and it is expected that this small 
increment could be accommodated at the existing Class I and II landfills that serve 
Los Angeles County. 

Compliance with the County’s Integrated Waste Management Plan under SC 5.16.6 would 
require waste reduction, disposal, and recycling measures during construction and operation of 
individual facilities and improvements under the MDPI. The Construction and Demolition Debris 
Recycling and Reuse ordinance under this Plan would recycle at least 50 percent of all 
construction waste materials. Thus, no significant adverse impacts on landfill capacity are 
expected, and no mitigation is required. 

Regulatory Compliance 

The Puente Hills Landfill and MRF has a buy-back center that accepts aluminum cans, glass, 
plastic containers, steel cans, newspapers, cardboard, and electronic wastes of 
approximately 600 tpd. The MRF does not accept hazardous wastes and performs load checks 
to prevent hazardous wastes from being disposed of at the landfill. However, its MRF has a free 
drop off for e-wastes. 

CalRecycle estimates the State-wide diversion rate equivalent in 2008 was 59 percent while the 
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County diverted approximately 53 percent of their solid 
wastes in 2004. This is consistent with the State mandate for waste diversion of at least 
50 percent. Continuation of existing County programs and compliance with SC 5.16.6 would 
ensure compliance with solid waste regulations regarding hazardous waste disposal and waste 
reduction. Therefore, there would be no significant impacts related to solid waste regulations, 
and no mitigation is required. 

Electricity, Natural Gas, and Communication Systems 

Threshold 5.16.8: Would the project require or result in the construction of new 
electric, natural gas or communication facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

Threshold 5.16.9: Would the project encourage the wasteful or inefficient use 
of energy? 
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Proposed facilities and improvements under the MDPI would generate a demand for electricity, 
which would be provided by SCE. However, electrical demand would be limited to facilities that 
would be in use during the nighttime hours beyond normal park hours (sunrise to sunset). These 
include the amphitheater, playground, performance pavilions, campground, splash park, soccer 
fields, skate park or court sports, welcome center, and picnic area. The power demand from 
these facilities would be limited to their use during the early evening hours and security lighting 
for the remainder of the evening and during early morning hours, which would be within the 
demands of a typical recreational land use. Thus, the MDPI would have less than significant 
impacts on the existing power supplies and infrastructure. 

Since the proposed facilities and improvements are outdoor recreational uses, native habitat 
restoration projects or storm water quality programs, the proposed improvements in the MDPI 
would not require natural gas services from Sempra Utilities. No increase in natural gas demand 
or a need for connection to existing natural gas lines would occur from the proposed facilities 
and improvements under the MDPI. 

Since the majority of the proposed facilities and improvements would be outdoors, would not be 
fully staffed and would be used on a limited basis, no demand for communication services are 
expected. However, any proposed facility set forth in the MDPI that would be provided with 
telecommunication systems could be served by AT&T or its competitors (for telephone services) 
and by Time Warner (for cable services). Because telecommunication services are provided by 
private companies on demand, future services are expected to be met with increases in staffing 
and equipment and the construction of new facilities. Coordination with communication service 
providers would provide needed telecommunication services to individual projects. 

Section 1541 of Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations requires new construction, 
excavations, and trenching near or crossing existing subsurface installations and lines, 
high-pressure pipelines, natural gas/petroleum pipelines, electrical lines greater than 
60,000 volts, and other high-priority lines to notify the owner/operator of the line, who will then 
identify the locations of subsurface lines prior to any ground disturbance for excavation 
(SC 5.7.9). Coordination with and approval by SCE, Sempra, and Chevron will be needed for 
Green Streets and other improvements that would be located on easements for electrical and 
gas lines in order to prevent damage to underlying and overhead utilities. These utility agencies 
typically do not allow permanent structures on their easements, but allow, upon review and 
approval, utility crossings and minor grading work.  

Proposed facilities would also need to comply with energy efficiency requirements under Title 24 
(SC 5.16.7) and the County’s Green Building program (SC 5.16.3) to avoid wasteful or 
inefficient energy use. Implementation of the Countywide Energy and Environmental Policy 
would also reduce energy consumption at County facilities in the WNDBRA by 20 percent by the 
year 2015. Impacts on dry utilities would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required. 

Construction-related impacts from infrastructure upgrades needed to serve the proposed 
facilities and improvements is addressed in Sections 5.1 through 5.17 of this EIR, and 
specifically in Section 5.3, Air Quality; Section 5.11, Noise; and Section 5.15, Transportation 
and Traffic. 
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5.16.5 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Growth and development within the San Gabriel Valley would generate increased demand for 
utility services from various service agencies. While increases in utility demands would occur on 
agencies that do not serve the WNDBRA, proposed facilities and improvements in the 
WNDBRA, as set forth in the MDPI, would not add to the service demands of these outside 
agencies. At the same time, cumulative impacts on regional utility providers would account for 
growth and development within the larger region, rather than just the San Gabriel Valley. Thus, 
the cumulative analysis for impacts on utility services considers the service area of the 
respective providers and adjacent service agencies as they may be affected by services to be 
provided within the WNDBRA.  

Water Supply and Infrastructure 

Water services in the WNDBRA are provided by the SGVWC, which also serves the Cities of 
Arcadia, Baldwin Park, El Monte, Industry, Irwindale, La Puente, Montebello, Monterey Park, 
Pico Rivera, Rosemead, San Gabriel, Santa Fe Springs, South El Monte, West Covina, and 
Whittier and the unincorporated portions of Los Angeles County in the communities of Bassett, 
Hacienda Heights, Los Nietos, and South San Gabriel. Proposed facilities and improvements in 
the WNDBRA and growth and development in the SGVWC’s service area would lead to an 
increase in demand for water services. The SGVWC is expected to provide service as projected in 
its UWMP, which outlines the water company’s available supplies, projected 20-year demands, 
and programs to reduce water demands during periods of drought. Regular updates of its UWMP 
would allow the SGVWC to effectively plan for future demand and supply availability. 

Compliance with water conservation measures under SCs 5.16.2, 5.16.3, and 5.16.4 would 
reduce water demand from the SGVWC. Since groundwater pumping in the project area is 
regulated by the Main San Gabriel Master Watermaster, no significant adverse impacts on 
groundwater supplies are expected. This means that alternative water sources would be 
explored or aggressive water conservation measures implemented to meet future demands. 
Management of the local groundwater basin and compliance with water conservation measures 
are expected to prevent any significant cumulative adverse impacts related to water services. 

Wastewater Treatment and Infrastructure 

Cumulative impacts on sewer services would occur within the service area of the LACSD, which 
serves the WNDBRA. Future growth and development in the San Gabriel Valley and the region 
would generate additional sewage and wastewater that would require treatment at the LACSD’s 
WRPs. The LACSD has indicated that the design capacities of their treatment facilities are 
based on the regional growth forecasts of the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG). Expansion of LACSD facilities are funded by connection fees charged by 
the LACSD, and must be sized and service must be phased consistent with the forecasts for the 
Counties of Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside, Ventura, and Imperial. Thus, 
available capacity in the LACSD facilities will be limited to levels associated with growth 
identified by SCAG. Plans to expand the WNWRP in the WNDBRA would help meet future 
demands for wastewater treatment. The LACSD has indicated they provide services to the 
levels legally permitted and constrained by the SCAG forecasts. Thus, future growth and 
development in the region, as anticipated by SCAG projections, can be served by the LACSD. 
No significant cumulative adverse impacts on sewer services are expected. 
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Solid Waste Disposal 

Solid waste collection services in the San Gabriel Valley are provided on demand by various 
private haulers, and cumulative impacts on their services from proposed facilities and 
improvements in the WNDBRA and growth and development within the San Gabriel Valley are 
not expected to result in adverse impacts on solid waste collection services. Available landfill 
capacity is expected to decrease over time with future growth and development in the San 
Gabriel Valley. Waste reduction and recycling programs and regulations are expected to reduce 
this demand and extend the life of existing landfills.  

As discussed earlier, the LACSD has indicated that they are pursuing additional landfill capacity 
for the County through the use of a waste-by-rail system. This system is expected to begin 
operations by 2011/2012, with the Puente Hills Intermodal Facility in the City of Industry to 
be used for loading and unloading of rail-ready containers for the transport of wastes to the 
Mesquite Regional Landfill in Imperial County (LACSD 2009a). The Mesquite Regional Landfill 
is estimated to provide approximately 100 years of disposal capacity (LACSD 2007). Thus, 
cumulative impacts on solid waste disposal facilities are expected to be less than significant. 

Electricity, Natural Gas, and Communication Infrastructure 

SCE, Sempra Utilities, AT&T, and Time Warner are private companies that provide services on 
demand. Thus, no significant cumulative adverse impacts on their services are expected. 
Service connections to existing facilities would need to be coordinated with individual utility 
agencies. Additionally, all projects are required to comply with State and local regulations 
related to energy conservation. SCE’s Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project would 
improve the transmission lines in the WNDBRA but would not have a cumulative adverse impact 
on electrical power. 

Thus, no significant cumulative adverse impacts related to electrical power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications systems would occur. 

5.16.6 MITIGATION PROGRAM 

No significant adverse impacts on utilities and service systems in the WNDBRA, the County or 
San Gabriel Valley have been identified; therefore, no mitigation is required. 

5.16.7 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

Impacts related to water and wastewater facilities, wastewater treatment requirements, water 
supply, solid waste disposal, and dry utilities (electrical, natural gas, and communication 
systems) would be less than significant with implementation of the SCs, as discussed above. 
No significant unavoidable or cumulative adverse impacts would occur. 
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